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Ambitious 
students 
organize real 
human rights 
conference 


Jason Harley 


hanks to a group of ambi- 

tious university students, 

Edmonton will play host 
to a major international confer- 
ence from May 1-7, 2000. Led 
by Saren Azer, the International 
Society for Peace and Human 
Rights, an Edmonton based 
non-profit organization, has 
put together PeaCentury 2000: 
A Peoples Human Rights 
Conference. Originally scheduled for 
Pakistan but moved to Edmonton due to 
political strife in the region, PeaCentury 
will bring together over 300 organizations 
from some 85 countries. The conference 
has four objectives: raise the voice of the 
victims of human rights abuses through- 
out the world, reveal the systemic destruc- 
tion of the environment by government 
and international corporations, create a 
global awareness of the deplorable situa- 
tions in which many of the world’s people 
live and seek ways to improve the standard 
of life for humankind while respecting and 
preserving the environment. A daunting 
task. But, armed with an impressive speak- 
ne. conierence promise 


and s 


Usmanov, Father Shay Cullen and Zorha 
Rasekh. Lyoma Usmanov is a 
Representative of the Chechen Republic to 
the United States. Usmanov will offer 
detailed information about Russia’s current 
activities in Chechnya. Elected to the 
Chechen-Ingush Parliament in 1990, 
Usmanov has been active in his people's 
struggle for independence. Over the past 
five years more than 100,000 people have 
died, and many more have become 
refugees, as the Chechens resisted Russia’s 
military efforts to occupy their territory. 
Casualties of the Russian aggression have 
been overwhelmingly civilian. 


Father Shay Cullen, a Nobel Peace Prize 
nominee and founder of the Preda 
Foundation, will speak on his efforts to 
end the involvement of children in the 
Philippines sex trade. The Preda 
Foundation works to fight pedophilia and 
trafficking of women and children 
through the Internet. For more than 308 
years Father Cullen has worked to rescue 
street children from brothels and provide § 
protective custody to victims of abuse. 


Zorha Rasekh is a health researcher with 
Physicians for Human Rights. She recently 
interviewed 200 women living in 
Afghanistani and Pakistani refugee camps 
to prepare a report, “The Taliban’s War on 
Women: A Health and Human Rights 
Crisis”. Rasekh will present her findings at 
the conference. Amongst other degrada- 
tions, Rasekh found 87% of women living 
under the Taliban regime have significant- 
ly reduced access to health care. In the 
Afghanistani capital of Kabul, 50 000 war 
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Subscribe to Our Voice!!! 


: If you can't purchase from a vendor, the next best. way to support Our 
1 Voice is to subscribe. With our new low price, you can enjoy a year 
| of Our Voice for only $25!!! Be informed, 


Simply fill out this form and mail it back to us, to start receiving your 
monthly issue of Our Voice. Our address: Our Voice Magazine, 10527 
' 96st, Edmonton, AB, T5H 2H6. ph. (780) 423-2933 


widows are unable to access health care 
services because Taliban rules require a 
close male relative accompany a woman to 
a hospital to act as a chaperone. More 
than 1/5 women interviewed by Rasekh 
have considered committing suicide to 
escape what many have called “gender 
apartheid”. 

Palden Gyatso, a Tibetan monk who 
received the 1998 John Humphrey 
Freedom Award to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, will be a keynote speaker. 

Gyatso endured 30 years of torture in 
labour camps and prisons after participat- 
ing in the 1959 uprising in Tibet against 
the Chinese occupation of his country. 
ind soaked wit} 
eft to freeze, and in sumn eing hu 
while a fire burned beneath him, 

Repeated efforts to escape and his 
refusal to submit to punishments led to 
more and more mistreatment. For 24 years 
he was denied any visits from his family. 


"When | arrived at the last prison the 
chief administrator greeted me with a 
beating that ended with a cattle prod 
being shoved into my mouth. I received 
no medical treatment and have lost most 
of my teeth," Gyatso says in describing 
one incident he suffered. 


Other notable speakers include: Elvis 


great cause. 


Name: 
Address: 


i 


Telephone: 
‘An invoice for $25 will be 


Conference speaker, Father Shay Cullen, works to prevent girls like these from being involved in prostitution. 


Hallowell, an environmental activist from 
Sierra Leone, Svend Robinson, the first 
openly member of Canadian 
Parliament, Gerson Andres Florez Perez, a 
14 year old anti-land mine activist from 
Columbia, Joseph Roblat, winner of the 
Nobel! Peace Prize for his work with the 
Pugwash Institute, Eva Morales, a 
Guatemalan activist, Joshua Cooper, 
Hawaiian activist on conflict resolution, 
Dr. Owens Wiwa, a Nigerian environmen- 
tal activist, Ona’je Mu’id, an American 
civil rights activist, Leonard George, son of 
a Canadian Native Chief and many other 
outstanding global citizens. 


gay 


Beyond being an awareness raising 
forum for victims of human rights abuses, 


aren LA 


aes \zer hopes th ele 
“in the creation of an Tnternat 


Will CO-Ordinate the lobbying ac 5 Ol 
like-minded Non-Governmental 
Organizations, document human rights 
and environmental abuses in every major 
country and publish an international on- 
line journal to give voice to the issues. 
Although many of the conference’s partici- 
pants will be from Canada, a strong show- 
ing from all corners of the globe is expect- 
ed. Our Voice is a proud sponsor of the 
event. We will be there throughout the 
week so look for our display table. We 
would like to strongly encourage all our 
readers to attend. @ 
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Is Old Strathcona panhandling it right? 


- ——— eae 


Jason Harley 


ne of the fastest growing problems in most 

every major Canadian urban centre is youth 

poverty. If you have ever strolled down Whyte 
Avenue, no doubt you have come face to face with 
the issue. We have all seen the scruffy, odd-looking 
teens sitting on the sidewalk asking for spare change. 
But, have you noticed that over the past couple of 
years their numbers seem to be growing? What 
should be done? Should anything be done? Where do 
they come from, why are they out there, what sort of 
options do they have? 

Despite governments boasting of surplus budgets 
and continued higher than average economic 
growth, more youth than ever before are living 
on the margins of society. 


“ 


cy 
One organization that does not turn street kids Faw 


away, is the Old Strathcona Youth Co-op. 
Assistant Coordinator Stephen Liley described the 
program. “Basically we’re a resource hub. We 
connect the kids to each other and the larger 
community. We have a job board, Internet 
access, an employment coordinator who helps 
write resumes, Capital Health runs STD awareness 
classes, we run workshops and offer counseling 
services. Our job is to provide support and help 
empower the youth. Get them to take charge of 
their own lives.” The co-op is in its 4th year of 
operation and is largely funded by Alberta 
Lotteries. There is a board of directors, comprised 
ofcommunity stakeholders, who oversee the 
funding. All kid [ 


; t 
types of Kids can and do 


ICCeSS Cle 
ing for so ai intera ' io, tee ners here’ 
‘for the summer looking for work, to kids living cE: 
on the streets. Stephen sees the co-op as a viable, & 
long-term solution to youth poverty. “Most of f 
the kids we’re trying to help panhandle along 
Whyte. They do it for a variety of reasons. Most 
do it because they coming from a place that 
leaves them with few options. In my time here 
I’ve spoken to some pretty traumatized kids. | 
don’t think any 6-year-old sits at home and 
thinks I want to be a panhandler when I grow up. 
Something’s happened along the way. What we 
do is try to empower the kids in a positive, non- | 
judgmental way. Telling them that they're lazy 
bums won’t inspire them to go out and improve 
their lives. It just makes them more resentful 
and bitter. It makes them put on an even 
tougher shell. We accept everyone as they are 
and try to reconnect them with a community 
that largely ignores or rejects them.” A large commu- 
nication gap exists between the street kids, the Whyte 
Avenue storeowners and the patrons. Part of 
Stephen’s job is to bridge that gap. “There are definite 
stereotypes out there. Youth are lazy, they look differ- 
ent, they have bad attitudes, they just don’t fit in. A 
lot of these kids have tried to get jobs but few stores 
in the area have responded in a positive way. | try to 
get local businesses to post openings on our job board 
and it’s a real struggle. Part of my job is to defend the 
local youth to the storeowners. To explain the differ- 
ences and to try and create a stronger mutual under- 
standing. Unfortunately and understandably, most 
businesses just want money. They don’t think a lot 
about the larger community. They lack a long-term 
social vision. They just want the problem off their 
plate.” Stephen could not comment on the Old 
Strathcona Business Association’s (OSBA) “don’t give 
change” campaign, other than to say most panhan- 
dlers probably do not even know about it. 
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According to Dawn Fargey, out-going Director of 
the Old Strathcona Business Association, there is a big 
problem. That is why in 1998 the “if you want 


change, don’t give change” program was initiated. 
Representatives from the Strathcona business commu- 
nity, residents of the area, police, community service 
agencies and youth collaborated and came up with 
the idea. Instead of giving money to panhandling 
street kids, Whyte Avenue patrons were encouraged to 
hand out cards with a list of community services the 
kids could access. Fargey describes the card: 


“Customers are told not to give change and kids are 
told there are numerous opportunities and ways for 
them to take the initiative and improve their lives." 
Fargey credits the popularity of the district with caus- 


Young panhandlers who are trapped in the cycle of poverty become 
old panhandlers. 


ing the problem. “We were seeing 4 to 5 sets of kids 
in one block. Customers were complaining. They felt 
uncomfortable, intimidated. There was a growing 
level of frustration amongst store owners.” She was 
not sure, beyond the popularity of the avenue, why 
the number of street kids rose to the point where, in 
1998, action had to be taken. She admitted she had 
"not given a lot of thought to the roots of the prob- 
lem”. 

According to Fargey, “if kids know they are not 
going to make money, they will stop coming around”. 
So shop owners and patrons now give out cards 
instead of money. The initiative is in its third year. 
Has it had any effect? Fargey says, “the business own- 
ers like it, it encourages kids to move along.” 
Apparently, since 1998, shop owners along Whyte 
have noticed a drop off in the number of street kids. 
Unfortunately, Fargey had no surveys or studies to 
verify this conclusion, and some local shop employees 
disagreed. 


Marlene, a business manager, works in a store 
actively involved in the OSBA campaign. According 
to Marlene, past customers have complained about 
the kids loitering out in front of her store. While 
some customers may feel harassed, personally, 
Marlene is not bothered by their presence. “If the 
kids are ever a nuisance I simply ask them to leave. | 
have never had a problem. They have always been 
very polite. As far as I know, my staff has never had a 
problem either.” When asked if panhandlers were bad 
for business, Marlene was not sure. “I don’t think I’ve 
lost any business because of them.” Marlene thinks 
the problem of street kids along the avenue is getting 
worse and something needs to be done. What if one 
of the kids who panhandles asked Marlene for a job? 
“They would have to clean-up. Look different. | 
would rather hire a university student for the 
summer.” 


Jeannine, 19, works as a store clerk on Whyte 
Ave. She thinks panhandlers are a major prob- 
lem. “They’ll sit right outside the store, 4 or 5 in 
a row. Sometimes they play drums or guitars and 
it can get really loud and distracting. It gives me 
a headache."” When she goes out to ask them to 
leave, Jeannine feels threatened. “Some of the 
kids are pretty rude and obnoxious. They’ll 
swear back at me. Plus they’re pretty rough look- 
ing. It’s intimidating.” Customers have also 
complained. “People don’t like having to give 
out money. They feel harassed. Personally, I do 
think some people stay away from the avenue 
because of it. It’s not a very family-like atmos- 
phere.” Jeannine is not sure if the “don’t give 


chang mpaigt orkins There seems to 
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} came in and applied for a job? “I’m pretty sure 
they wouldn’t get hired. Not with their looks 
g and attitude.” 


Georgina, 21, is the Assistant Manager of a 
restaurant. She has never heard any customers 
7 complain. Nor has Georgina ever felt intimidated 
@ or harassed by street kids. “I’ve always found 
them to be very polite.” She also is not sure 
fa about the effects of the “don’t give change” cam- 
fF} paign. “Customers seem to like it. They take the 
cards. But it hasn’t cut down on panhandlers. | 
don't think it’s effected the kids.” Again, what if 
some of the kids were to come in and apply in 
her restaurant? “The bulk of the employees here 
are University students. It’s very competitive. 
They’d need a resume and they’d need to change 
their looks.” 


Jeff is a busker/panhandler from Grand Cache. He 
came to the city 3 years ago to look for work. Jeff says 
finding a good job was a real problem. “Most jobs 
need you to have a car, clothes and other shit. There 
aren’t many jobs along bus routes. You kinda need 
money before you can start making money.” What 
about the claim there are plenty of jobs out-there for 
those with the initiative to find them? “It’s easy to 
get a job if you’re in mainstream society. But who 
wants to hire someone living on the street? No sleep, 
no food, dirty clothes. Look up and down the 
avenue, Would you hire them?” He tries to be polite 
and respectful to everyone he meets. Whenever a 
store employee asks, he always picks up and moves 
on. According to Jeff, he has never had a problem 
with any storeowners or patrons. “No one’s ever said 
anything. Besides, most of the time I’m busking and 
that’s working.” On a good day he can make $60-70. 


“Enough to eat and get by.” 
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| had been attending college in preparation for kids and was feeling terribly anxious about what sort 


medical school. My life-long dream was to be a doctor of home they were in 
Suddenly, I was weeping uncontrollably in class ind October 26, 1998 is a date that is forever carved out 


unable to absorb the simplest information. I was of my heart. "Mom, I've got to tell you something, but 
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misconceptions rhe home indeed a fit parent. My children and I were finally free 
are held about was a good ‘© come out of hiding. I cut all ties to Child Welfare 
that top I suf- : and my file was closed. We sti i 1 fez the 
hat topic. I su one with kind 224 my file was closed. We still live in fear of them 
fer from manic parents. After ‘“Pping us apart at any time. We always have a suitcase 
depression. No, ; packed 


two months in case we only hav inutes to escape. My 
that does not 
mean. that 1 am 


violent or stu- 


sno ow a far greater evil than I have ever bee 
the kids caine kids now know a far greater evil than | er been 
capable of. Foster care to them is a place of pain and 


home. I 
RP Ei eaie Child Welfare is horribly cruel to put | you there there. @ a 
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doubt that I was very mentally ill at the time. | 


was clear that I was different. I was pregnant and mis- 
carried prior to my thirteenth birthday. | was unhappy 


ind, in fact, came close to ending my life many times make no claims sate! Sea But once again, instead disputes @ Summary Conviction 
during my teen years. Miraculously, | made it through of intervening in a preventative or SS eiblive way, @ Student Finance Appeals Criminal Offences 
those years with relatively few permanent scars. Child Welfare chose to act with a heavy hand. @ Student Appeals @ Driving Offences 

By the time I was 20 1 was married with a baby girl. They forced me to sign away guardianship of my @ Social Service Appeals @ Speak to Sentence 
fhe relationship was a rocky one. More than once | children. Forced is exactly what it was. | was @ Employment/Wrongful @ Trials 
landed in the women's shelter. We separated many _ threatened that if I didn’t sign they would take my Dismissal 
times only to return to the chaos we had become _ kids away permanently. The social worker strongly And More! 
accustomed to. Two years later, pregnant with my son suggested that I would lose in any legal battle 2 


| had to be admitted to a psychiatric ward on a suicide because | was, after all, "mentally unsound". 
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months pregnant with him. | was told that this would —_jiqs were erated eas onit sliowedto see Campus at Emily Provided by 
probably cause the baby to be severely brain damaged. them once a week. They would beg me not to send Murphy House U of A Law 
Within a month of the outbreak, | had the mental them back to their foster home. I knew something Call 492-2226 Students * 
breakdown. I was lucky that my mother was able to. was wrong and tried to get them to talk. They For More Information * Income Guidelines in Effect 
help my husband in caring for our daughter. wouldn't say anything in front of the supervising 

Once out of the hospital, I still never suspected that worker. Too shy or too scared to tell the truth in iin: senek Raasaaee 
my depression was anything more than situational. front of a person they see as part of the "enemy". H iTCH Fax: (403) 486-4690 
My marriage was still intact, even if barely. I had two My daughter showed me abnormal bruises on at 
wonderful children. What could possibly go wrong? least 3 occassions. I immediately reported this to WAREHOUSE 

Well, inevitably, the marriage eS Things the Child Welfare worker. | made a dozen or more 
went from bad to worse in short order. The abuse had calls to her office, but never received a single call 
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was feeling worse than ever. I was lost without my 


John Stackhouse is a reporter for the Globe and 
Mail. After eight years reporting from the poorer 
countries of the world, including India, he returned 
to Canada. He noted that while Canada is “obviously 
prospering” there are “legions of people adrift on the 
Street.” In an attempt to find out why, Stackhouse 
spent a week on the street, posing as a homeless per- 
son. These were his conclusions about life on the 
street: 


*Scarce public resources are abused by crack deal- 
ers, chronic alcoholics and drug abusers, professional 
drifters and other criminals. 


“Beggars earn professional wages, tax-free, that 
easily run over $200 a day at this time of year 
[Christmas], and rarely dip below $10 an hour in 
slow times. 


*Many publicly funded shelters are grossly mis- 
managed, and have become havens for contraband 
traffickers. 


*There is more free food available than all the 
homeless can eat. But because it is free in most shel- 
ters, it is doled out to those who do not need it as 
well as to those who do. 


*There is a deep well of public concern and chari- 
ty, but much of it is misspent while those with the 
owed Dy pa and ‘ss and oth o 


public view. 


*Most of the panhandlers I got to know are seri- 
ous crack addicts and alcoholics and spend almost all 
their begging money on their addictions. 


*More government money will not solve the 
"homeless" problem if it only adds more beds and 
kitchens for drug abusers and traffickers, and does 
not get to the deeper roots in crack and alcohol 
abuse, the high cost of urban housing and an eco- 
nomic boom that has been restricted mainly to 
Canada's big cities. 


Why did you choose to do the article this way rather 
than interviewing homeless people? 


I chose to experience the street myself because 
some of the public communications by social welfare 
agencies suggests any of us could be homeless- and 
they're right -- so I wanted to put myself in that situ- 
ation, as best as one can for a week. I also wanted to 
speak to other homeless people on a peer basis. As a 
reporter, I suspected I would never be able to have a 
genuine conversation. If you reread the stories, you'll 
see how much space is devoted to the opinions and 
experiences of homeless people, much more than 
you'd probably find in a traditional "series" which 
would be dominated by expert opinions. It was these 
conversations, as rude as they could be, that grabbed 
so many people's attention. 


With regards to your statement that there is a lack of 


voice from the street - did you investigate any non-main- 
stream media? 


No. | hadn't looked into what ‘had been published 
there. 


When you wrote this article, did you consider the con- 
sequences or possible responses of the public? For exam- 
ple, advocates for the poor have stated that the article 
tended to demonize homeless people. How would you 
respond to that statement? 


The possibility that my articles might harm social 
welfare agencies did not deter me, and I find it worri- 
some that so many reacted the way they did. It's the 
worst form of paternalism. There seems to be a gen- 
uine inability by these groups to accept critical com- 
ment; it reminds me of overseas development orga- 
nizations 10-20 years ago, who believed their cause 
was so pure and straightforward that there was no 
need or time for criticism. We've since learned over- 
seas poverty is a lot more complicated than we once 
thought; we're just starting to learn that at home. 
The suggestion that I "demonized" homeless people 
is absurd. I think I'm the only journalist who has 
written honestly about life on the street, instead of 
the sanitized lie that all homeless people are "vic- 
tims." If poverty were that simple, it would scarcely 
exist. Regarding the amount of on-line reaction, I'd 
say it's a consequence of people fed up with self- 
appointed experts telling them what to think on 
social issues. There's a huge desire for people to 
understand the ground realities of an issue. I tried to 
serve that need when I wrote from overseas, basing 
most of my reports from obscure villages. Finally, | 
think there's an irony in the reaction to my articles, 
in that I think very few people changed their opin- 
ions because of it. Most of the people I've spoken to 


seem to have drawn different elements from differ 


~ How would you respond to those who may think twice 
before donating to the food bank or giving change to 
someone on the street as a result of your article? 


Absolutely people should think twice about giving 
money to anything. Most of the panhandlers in 
downtown Toronto are crack or alcohol addicts. Do 
you want to feed their addiction? Some people do, 
and that is their right, but at least they should know 
how much money a panhandler earns and where it 
probably goes. It's surprising how few people under- 
stand the importance of "transparency," but several 
shelter workers have written to me to thank me for 
this view; huge sums earned in panhandling -- and 
yes, they are huge relative to what most working 
poor people earn -- only exacerbate the problem. 


Did you have any hopes or expectations that your arti- 
cle would accomplish any particular goal? 


No, I had no hope or expectation for this or any 
other articles. I'm a journalist. I write to inform and 
enrich my readers, not to change anything. Those 
who use journalism as a pulpit tend to preach to a 
very narrow (and narrow-minded) audience, and 
draw succour from the chorus of self-congratulation. 
Their influence on society is easily measurable by its 
minuteness. 


In the introduction to your article, you say that pub- 
licly funded shelters are often grossly mismanaged. Is this 
from investigation or from your experience? 


Everything in the articles is from my own experi- 
ence, and that's stated clearly and boldly up front. 
These articles are nothing more or less than my 
observations and experiences from living on the 
street for seven days. I have never done anything 
more honest in journalism. Most of the "in-depth" 
reports you read are the real frauds, surveying an 
easy-to-reach population of "authorities" and a token 
smattering of "subjects" (but really they're objects). It 
also has to be remembered that | lived for eight years 


test a tatement with 


in India and travelled to more than 40 developing 
countries. When I see mismanagement in service 
delivery for the poor, I have a very broad experience 
on which to base my comment. 


A quick read of your stories tends to lump together the 
"needy homeless" with panhandlers. Do you feel you 
should have more clearly separated the two groups when 
you wrote your article? 


I think most of my readers are smart enough to 
have picked up the distinction between panhandlers 
and other groups of homeless people. Perhaps anoth- 
€r newspaper would have spelled it out more clearly. 
Why don't you count and categorize the people I 
profile: there's several working poor, long-term shel- 
ter residents, ex-convicts, a refugee, chronic alco- 
holics, a couple of chronic gamblers, a few mentally 
ill people and a disabled person. Who did I leave 
out? Single mothers and children, whom I could not 
easily access given my own position as a single man 
living on the street. 


How do you see the role of the media with respect to 
social issues? Do you think these type of issues get fair or 
adequate coverage by either reporters and/or editors? 

Our coverage of social issues is pathetic. We take 
for face-value what most social agencies say, just as 
we used to do with government. There's something 


e rigours of reality. It's sur- 
prising how little of this is done by the non-main- 
stream press, which seem to gloat in their role as 
bullhorn for people who can't get their ideas heard 
elsewhere, rather than challenging and testing those 
ideas.@ 


Next Month: Final installment of examining 
the media 


rages J = oe ae 


me poor folks only make up to $15 per day panhandling. 


Soi 


OwVoice TJ ..., 


Look Ma, 
no shoes! 


Youth on the Street 


Rebecca Lippiatt-Long 


In true Canadian style, a Friday afternoon in mid 
April held the threat of snow. Grey clouds hung low 
over Whyte Avenue, pushing people indoors and off 
the street. From inside coffee shops and bars, faces 
peered over cups and mugs, scanning the sky for bet- 
ter weather. The only person staking claim to the 
street was a jewellery maker, dread-locked head bent 
over beads and wires. There were no panhandlers in 
sight. 

A block off the Avenue is the Old Strathcona Youth 
Co-op. It is housed in the former community police 
station. When I first walked past, a group of kids were 
outside, oblivious to the weather, a haki-sak bouncing 
from foot to foot. When I returned a few minutes 
later, the group had already scattered and three kids 
huddled, sharing a cigarette. Not wanting to intrude 
on their conversation, I checked out the posters on 
the bulletin board. The guy turned from the two girls 
and asked politely if he could help me. 


| asked these kids if they had ever panhandled and 
all three had. Through out the interview, the group 
of young people flowed and ebbed as individuals 
joined and left. When someone new came in the 
room, a chorus of “hey’s” punctuated the conversa- 
tion and then everyone would shift, sharing chairs, 
throwing their arms around each other, sitting on 
each other's laps. 


1 savin x 


at me with an expression 
that looked like pity for 
my ignorance’ and 
answered, “to eat and 
find a warm place to 
sleep.” Even though it 
was below freezing out- 
side, Tommy was dressed 
in a t-shirt and pants held 
up with a safety pin. 


Then Joe began to wax 
eloquent about the talent 
required to panhandle. 
“It’s a skill. . . it can’t be 
done with aggression, but 
has to be done with pas- 
. and you have to 
be polite about it.” Like a 
poet, his statements were 
punctuated with broad 
waves of his black clad 
arms. 


sion 


Sarah is cute, and looks nothing like someone who 
spends half her time on the streets. The way she dress- 
es enhances her cuteness; pink, blue, orange, and yel- 
low plastic bracelets decorate both wrists and her hair 
is pulled back in a short ponytail. According to Sarah, 
the type of responses she gets when she panhandles 
range from people who tell her “to go get a job and 
totally bitch you out, to some people who are really 
nice about it . . . to some people who walk by and pre- 
tend they didn’t hear you.” 


While some people can be “really, really mean,” 
including Whyte Avenue party-goers, panning from 
drunk people can be financially rewarding. Tommy 
mimicked a drunk: “Here’s twenty bucks, spend it 
wisely.” He went on, “you get three drops like that 
and you're like, wow, I could do this forever.” He 
paused and asked rhetorically, “but how come you 
ar?” 


don’t have a place and 2 


A Caring Member of the Community! 


TOBY RAMSDEN 
Professional Corporation 


KAPOWN CENTRE 


a i es ee 
Rehabilitation and Treatment Centre 


Chemical dependency services directed toward people 16 years of age and 
older. © Minimum 6 week residential program. ® Continuous intake. # 24- 
hour in-patient care. @ Patients are required to have the following items: 
* personal grooming items 
* suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor use 
* two pairs of footwear; one for indoors, ont 
for outdoor 
* valid Health Care Card 
* completed admission forms 
* current medical reports 
* transportation, financial and personal affairs 
must be arranged prior to admission 
* advance notice of arrival via bus to 


pick up can be done 
Box 40 
Grouard, Alberta TOG 1CO 
(780) 751-3921 FAX: 751-3831 


OFFICE: (780) 415-5992 
FAX: (780) 451-3927 


14705-116 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5M 38 
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According to the group, the amount of money they 
made ranged from $5 to $105 depending on the 
weather, time of day and day of the week. 


A popular stereotype of people, and especially kids, 
who panhandle, is that they should get a job. 
When I asked why they did this rather than getting 
a “regular” job, Sarah answered. “If you're on the 
streets and panning, you can’t get a job without a 
house and you can’t get a house without a job, so 
you're pretty much screwed unless you find a 
friend . . . and there are some people who are too 
lazy [to get a job], I'll concede that, but there are 
some people who really need the money.” 


“Every one’s situation is different. Some people left 
home on their own accord, some got booted out —- 
they had no choice. Some people's parents moved 
and some died,” Joe commented. 


I asked if their parents knew that they panhandled. 
Joe laughed and said, “My dad thinks panhandlers 
are cool. He’d rather have me doing this.” Joe’s par- 
ents moved to the States and he is staying with his 
sister. 


When I asked Tommy the same question he 
looked down and visibly pulled into himself, | 
asked the question a second time and he answered, 
“T haven't talked to my parents . . ..” The rest of his 
statement was hidden with a mumble as his chin 
sunk further toward his chest. I didn’t want to push 
the issue and prolong the look in his eyes. 


“Well, I live at home,” Sarah said, “but sometimes 
Fm really, really hungry and there’s nothing to eat 
at home.” Sarah’s mother is “very closed minded” 
and doesn’t even like Sarah hanging out on Whyte 
Avenue. 


At this point, Tommy wanted to know why I was 
so interested in panhandling. | told them that from 
my perspective, and for many people who don’t 
have teenagers and young adults in their lives, pan- 
handling is one of; the-places where they are the 


most visible in society. It is also an area that gets 
much critical public attention. 


I rephrased my question: “What is behind panhan- 
dling?” 


“Food.” 
“A warm place to sleep.” 
“It's what you do when you live on the street.” 


“In my case, I got all fucked up on drugs cause | 
had a really horrible family life and my dad always 
beat the piss out of us the only month of the year he 
was home and I got all wound out and when they 
found me doing a big wack of smack in my bedroom 
in the basement, they gave me the boot.” This story 
rolled out of Tower's mouth in one long breath like it 
had been told many times before. 


| asked, “And that was it, you just got booted out?” 


ower answered, “No doubt. would you do? 


all glazed over.” As he rolled 
his eyes in imitation of being high on heroin, | won- 
dered what I would have done if I were his parent — 


take him to a rehab clinic I hoped. 


in his arm and his eyes 


Tower woke up the next day at the Youth 
Emergency Shelter. From there, he was sent to rehab 
to go through withdrawal. “You know when you 
stand in really cold water and your bones hurt, my 
whole body was like that and if I wasn’t half pissing 
myself, | was puking my brains out and crying and 
shit like that.” He was 16 at the time. 


Several of this group of people have run away from 
home. If they are over 16, there is nothing the police 
can do. If they are under 16, they can be detained by 
the police before being sent home. I asked if the 
police ever ask them why they have run away or if 
they want to go home, or most importantly, if they 
are being abused at home. The answer was an 
adamant and unanimous “no” amended with “they 
don’t give a shit.” 

When I went into the Co-op, | was impressed by 
the openness with which this group of young adults 
had treated me. As I listened to their stories, I heard a 
common theme - being let down. Let down by life. 
by erratic, unstable parents and police who just don’t 
see them as people, but problems to be solved. What 
they hang onto are their friends and their dreams. 
When I asked them what they wanted from their 
lives, they answered: freedom, respect, and to finish 
school. And with a look outside at the snow falling 
heavily from the sky Tommy answered: “I want to go 
to Hawaii.” 


Thank you to Tommy, Sarah, Joe, Tower, Jackie, for 


sharing your stories with me. I wish you the best of 
life, and may your dreams come true. @ 


Nobody is Perfect 


Valerie Blood 


Hi, my name is Valerie Blood, age 32. I was born 
in Lac La Biche, Alberta on April 16, 1968. 


Most of my life I have been in Edmonton. | tried 
living in other places to change my lifestyle, but | 
always came back. Why? I have lots of support here. 

I could read and write and | did go to 
school up to grade 8. I am going back to 
school and upgrading. My goal is to have a 
grade 12 someday. Then I want to help 
people. 


But I have to help my family and myself 
first, that’s my goal. About 7 years ago a 
Doctor told me I have FAS and it was hard 
to deal with- being told you are different 
than other people. When | say different | 
mean | have really bad mood swings, some- 
times | feel so depressed and some days | 
could handle anything that comes my way! 
I have been on depression pills ever since I 
was 17 years old, just to cope with my ner- 
vous system, so I don’t lose control of 
myself and cry for days! I was hurt so badly 
when I was a child both mentally and sexu- 
ally. I don’t recall any of my childhood 
now. Growing up for me was very hard. Me 
and my 5S siblings were so hurt and abused 
by our parents. We have a hard time in life 
coping and going on with our lives stil] 
dealing with our pasts that haunt us. I grew 
up in the child welfare system myself and 
then pushed out into the real world at 18. 
It was hard knowing what I have been through and 
yet I have to cope out here for myself and my 4 chil- 
dren who | love so much and my children love me! 
[never had parents who loved me. So | found love 
when | had childrer | 


] " 7 ry 
Ldren I could say."] LOVe YOU and my 


makes me happy. All my children are in foster care. 
due to my. lifestyle. 

I have met abusive men in my life and did let 
booze and drugs be a way to cope. But I have 
changed. I don’t need drugs or booze to cope. It only 
makes matters worse. We all make mistakes and life 
goes on and we try hard to do the best we can. In 
my case | took many programs to prove myself to 
child welfare system and | still never get looked at 
favourably no matter how hard | tried to improve 
myself. 


| know I have lots of offer in life. I could be a 
good loving mom to my children. I did raise my 3 
older children the best I could while being an abused 
woman. They love me so much- all my 4 kids will 
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Mailing Address: 
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Sunday service: Bissell Centre, 11 a.m. 
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always love me and their step dad. 


Child welfare came in our home 
son. He was only one month old 
side from the day he was born 
we are his mom and dad. | 
time with my children today 
of town. So we could be family. 
should be when they take children out of parent 


even if they didn’t have all the skills to be parents. 
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A birthday poem Valerie received from her imprisoned husband. 


I am helping myself get better and standing by 


my common-law who also lived a very bad lifestyle. 
He ended up on jail for his mistakes and he can’t 
find the help he needs in jail. All men in jail go back 
again because they don’t get 
fem. | 


the |} eip thev nee d 


for. 

Locking men away is not going to solve the prob- 
lems. The problem is still there when they get out, 
maybe they just get worse. Why? They give up hope 
for themselves and know there are no excuses for 
family violence. It has to stop somehow and start 
with the family who asks for help. 

People need to help each other get better. God 
looks down at us and sees how people are hurting 
each other when there should be no more hurting, 
just helping mixed up people get better. It doesn’t 
matter what kind of lifestyle a person comes from. 


Nobody is perfect in the World. 


Summer Courses 


MPS 229 - Sexuality & Christian Marriage 
BST 534 - Women of the Bible 
CLS 301 - Introduction to Liturgy 


Newman Theological College 
15611 St. Albert Trail, Edmonton 


For a complete list of summer courses 
contact the Registrar at 447-2993 
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The youth are our future 
so let's teach them to 
follow traditional 

native values and 

not drugs and alcohol. 


Be aware of the harm 
that alcohol and 
drugs can do! 


For further 
information call: 


Patsy Calliou 
(403) 523-4390 
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Nobody is Perfect 


Valerie Blood 


Hi, my name is Valerie Blood, age 32. I was born 
in Lac La Biche, Alberta on April 16, 1968. 


Most of my life I have been in Edmonton. I tried 
living in other places to change my lifestyle, but | 
always came back. Why? I have lots of support here. 

I could read and write and | did go to 
school up to grade 8. 1 am going back to 
school and upgrading. My goal is to have a 
grade 12 someday. Then I want to help 
people. 

But I have to help my family and myself 
first, that’s my goal. About 7 years ago a 
Doctor told me I have FAS and it was hard 
to deal with- being told you are different 
than other people. When | say different | 
mean I have really bad mood swings, some- 
times I feel so depressed and some days | 
could handle anything that comes my way! 
I have been on depression pills ever since | 
was 17 years old, just to cope with my ner- 
vous system, so I don’t lose control of 
myself and cry for days! I was hurt so badly 
when I was a child both mentally and sexu- 
ally. I don’t recall any of my childhood 
now. Growing up for me was very hard. Me 
and my S siblings were so hurt and abused 
by our parents. We have a hard time in life 
coping and going on with our lives still 
dealing with our pasts that haunt us. I grew 
up in the child welfare system myself and 
then pushed out into the real world at 18. 
It was hard knowing what I have been through and 
yet I have to cope out here for myself and my 4 chil- 
dren who |! love so much and my children love me! 
I never had parents who loved me. So I found lov 


when J had children I could say."I love vou 


and my 


_ makes me happy. All my children are in foster care. 


due to my. lifestyle. 


I have met abusive men in my life and did let 
booze and drugs be a way to cope. But I have 
changed. I don’t need drugs or booze to cope. It only 
makes matters worse. We all make mistakes and life 
goes on and we try hard to do the best we can. In 
my case | took many programs to prove myself to 
child welfare system and | still never get looked at 
favourably no matter how hard | tried to improve 
myself. 


I know I have lots of offer in life. | could be a 
good loving mom to my children. | did raise my 3 
older children the best | could while being an abused 
woman. They love me so much- all my 4 kids will 
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Rev. Faith Brace Office located at: 


10628 - 96 Street 

Telephone (780) 424-7652 
Fax (780) 431-1578 

email: forace@telusplanet.net 


Mailing Address: 
Box 674, Main Post Office 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2K8 


Pastor Faith Brace 


Pastoral care for residents of the 
inner city 


Sunday service: Bissell Centre, | 1 a.m. 
Sunday lunch; Bissell Centre, 12 noon 


NJC 


OTTAWA OFFICE 


258 pay ger bidg. 7616 103rd STREET 
; EDMONTON, AB T6E 428 
Sister Marion Garneau pts peg tr pyr TEL: (780) 495-8404 
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always love me and their step dad. 


Child welfare came in our home and took our 
son. He was only one month old and we were by his 
side from the day he was born and our son knows 
we are his mom and dad. I am proud that | spend 
time with my children today at the foster home out 
of town. So we could be family. That's the way it 
should be when they take children out of parent’s 
lives. Let parents be parents the best way they can 
even if they didn’t have all the skills to be parents. 
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A birthday poem Valerie received from her imprisoned husband. 


[am helping myself get better and standing by 
my common-law who also lived a very bad lifestyle. 
He ended up on jail for his mistakes and he can’t 
find the help he needs in jail. All men in jail go back 
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Locking men away is not going to solve the prob- 
lems. The problem is still there when they get out, 
maybe they just get worse. Why? They give up hope 
for themselves and know there are no excuses for 
family violence. It has to stop somehow and start 
with the family who asks for help. 

People need to help each other get better. God 
looks down at us and sees how people are hurting 
each other when there should be no more hurting, 
just helping mixed up people get better. It doesn’t 
matter what kind of lifestyle a person comes from. 


Nobody is perfect in the World.@ 


Summer Courses 


MPS 229 - Sexuality & Christian Marriage 
BST 534 
CLS 301 - Intreduction to Liturgy 


Women of the Bible 


Newman Theological College 
15611 St. Albert Trail, Edmonton 


For a complete list of summer courses 
contact the Registrar at 447-2993 
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EMERGENCY CARE FOR 
CHILDREN 0-10 WHOSE 
FAMILIES ARE IN CRISIS 
SITUATIONS. FOLLOW UP 
COUNSELLOR AND REFERRALS 
TO SUPPORT SERVICES 


944-2888 


Chuck Moser, spe, ma 


Director of Investor & Public Relations 
Suite 100, 12220 Stony Plain road 

Edmonton, AB T5N 3Y4 

(780)413-9718 Ext. 225 

cuck@dignosticare.com 


Diagnosticare Inc. 


SUCKER CREEK 
FIRST NATION 


Be aware of the harm 
that alcohol and 
drugs can do! 


NNADAP 


PROGRAM 


The youth are our future 
so let's teach them to 
follow traditional 

native values and 

not drugs and alcohol. 


For further 
information call: 


Patsy Calliou 
(403) 523-4390 


May the Great Spirit be with you 
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A ZERO POWERTY 
CABARET 


Music, skits, poetry 
Cash Bar 


Nobody wants to look at me I have not earned a $lice 0 


Nobody wants to look at me- how can I grab their attention 
and let them know that I am a working person just like them ? 
Give me a chance! | am trying. People make so many assump- 
tions. 


I have not earned a slice of bread sta 
corner of Eaton’s Centre and 100 stree 
was a poor spot, but Donna ¢ 
Assumptions about the paper! It is not only well put together copy and got two donations 


but it is also well written, and it does not have a religious under- formance we had a ape 
tone. 


Assumptions about the vendors!. These are hard working peo- 
ple developing employment skills and trying to supplement 
their income. I quickly realized that I would not want to lose 
my ‘day job' because I am not sure | could sustain a livin 
vendor of Our Voice. 


Thank you to all who do support Our Voice and the ve 
You are contributing to a unique project which m 
vides employment opportunities, but also provides 
people in living in poverty. 

Shelley Williams is the Executive Director of 
Centre. 


town Edmore with my Vendor- hotbed a selling Our 
Vaice Magazines, I was barely noticed, n 


liscovered that my partner Robert does much more 
than just sell magazines. He is the unofficial door-opener at 
Eaton’ s Centre. While Robert and I were shooting the breeze on 


I experienced many 1 Teg po 
by those ‘ho notiee 


Robert never missed a beat, leaning over to grab the handl 
swinging it open prompting smiles, and "have a good day" 
just about everyone. They all seemed to know Robert. 
realized that just like any salesperson, Robert ha 
comfortable relationship with his ‘clientele’. He ¢ 
door, they bought a magazine and wished him a good da 
gentleman who worked in one of the tall tower buildings had a pees 
on-going agreement with Robert. Should the man's parking th ae 
meter expire while he was in Eaton Centre, Robert would plug it Voice 
for him and when he left, he would pick os his Piet nates = 


We Give Our Customers 
The Royal Treatment 
Residential - Commerical 


tions. This explains on I received Soe 
Maybe if I stayed with Robert for a few r 


Serving Our Customers 
(Since 1989) 

Reliable Friendly Service 

¢@ Bonded and Insured 

Gift Certificates Available 

@ Move Ins/Move Outs 

@ Walls & Windows 

@ Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly or 
Occasional 

¢@ Edmonton and Surrounding Areas 


wy DUST 
ee QUEEN 


Contra aod Pfs 


earned not much. 


Marilyn Hooper is the Outreach Director for the Alberta 
New Democrats. 


Jim Gurnett, Comunity Services M 


slice of bread... We are an extension of each other. 


In the middle of editing a TV story and. shooting another | 
bread standing with Donna on the raced down to be part of the “Our Voice Sale-a-bration. 
100street across from City Hall. It Although Michael Walters had invloved me in. few Our Voice 
mforted me. Luckily she sold a events in the past, I have never been faced with the challenge of 

of my inferior (bad??) per- selling the magazine myself. My “first time” jitters were put to 
tion which got me over the ease by the wonderful Victor, my vendor partner in the adven- 
standing for only thirty ture. Victor assured me with the utmost confidence that he 


their trying job and hope would show me the ropes. 


_ We were given a corner outside Edmonton Centre, a high traf- 
area with highly preoccupied passersby (more like runners- 
with Victor's good looks and my sparkling charm, at 
of the people rushed by without even acknowledging 
some cases blantantly ignoring our addresses. The 
%, regular customers it seemed, were very generous, 
‘My spirit deflated with each passing snub. Victor, the 
yur veteran, kept unwaveringly upbeat. He explained that 

does not get used to this kind of treatment and that his 
ote is always keep ee 


e experienice further resolved my aspiration for the aa when 
seshaLceainal that we are an extension of each other. The sooner 
fart to recognize how preciously interconnected we all are, 
srICOUr- the sooner we will stop blocking out the needs of those around 
for people to us and wake up to the beauty of each other. I see Victor and his 
gentle soul, the warm who 


* % Lawyer Sheila Grekol andjFamily 


spirit of ¢ 


e sooner we'll start happily shelling out a "couple of 

SP. bucks for a oer rate magazine and a good cause! 
hem to avor 

any ‘contact. 


~Tdo need to remind everyone that as far as the “Sale-a-bra- 
tion” top sales went, Victor and I kicked butt!!! 


Kimberly Carroll, CBC entertainment reporter. 


Politicians must be involved.. 


_ Selling Our Voice was an experience that allowed me to see 
public reaction when dealing with vendors attempting to earn 
making money on the street.While | was successful in selling a number 
ee ma ng the mg of — I can appreciate the efforts of those selling Our Voice. 
ind sometimes being treated — The magazine offers two benefits. It gives an opportunity for a 
who contribute tothe person: to earn a little extra money while at the same time 
ces that make us uncomfort- ™forming the public on poverty issues.1 appreciate the opportu- 
= ~- =~ nity to view first-hand your magazine's benefits and success. 
Politicians simply must be involved in order to understand the 
public’s concern. 
rvices Manager, Bissell Centre. 


Reform MP Peter Goldring. 
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THE CANDORA SOCIETY OF EDMONTON 


PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


INCEST AND CHILD 
ABUSE: NEVER JUST 
ONE VICTIM. 


Our Voice Writer and Activist Rodney Graham 
in Winnipeg embarks on a two part series looking 
at child abuse and the people who have survived it. 
PART ONE OF TWO. 
PART TWO: THE CONSEQUENCES AND 
INTERVIEWS WITH SURVIVORS AND PERPE- 
TRATORS. WHAT CAN BE DONE? SOLUTIONS 
OFFERED BY EXPERTS. VICTIMS. 


TEL: (780) 474-5011 
FAX: (780) 474-5041 


The energy industry's pipe fitting and flange experts 


Rodney Graham 

WINNIPEG, MB - There is a cancer in our 
society that, according to experts, is growing at 
an alarming rate. It effects millions of } 
Canadians, and the victim is never the only 
one damaged. The trauma continues on into 
the victim's adulthood and spreads, consuming 
others in the victim's life, whether by sexual, 
emotional, or mental means. Suicide is often 
the result. 


Telephone: (780) 469-7410 
Telefax: (780) 466-5970 


Prospects (9) 


Literacy Association 


"Child sexual abuse occurs when a child is 
used for the sexual gratification of an older 
adolescent or adult. It also involves the abuse 
of power (or trust) that an adult has over a 
child. The sexual abuse may be used by the 
adult as a means of his or her need to be pow- 
erful." (National Clearinghouse on Family 
Violence). According to Jurisat Canada: "Child 
abuse is any behavior that endangers the develop- 
ment, security, or survival of the child. It is a Abusers and victims are found everywhere. Rich, 
betrayal of an adult's position of trust and authority poor, young, old, male or female. All are just as 
over the child." likely to offend or to be victims. Children with 
physical, or mental challenges are, however, at 
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9913 108 
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Take Literacy to heart Edmonton, AB 
A community based, volunteer organization (780) T5H IAS 

which provides literacy development for ye 

adults and families. Our activities enhance (780) 421-7323 


community pariticpation and quality of life. (421-READ) 


In any crowd, you will find abused children. 


chological turmoil," says Scott Abraham, a survivor 
of child abuse. 


Although, there are no reliable records, experts 
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victimized Dy se 


in Canada. According to Juristats, Canadian Center 
as adolescents. Children who are isolated for any 


reason, or are indoctrinated whether because ofthe 
parent's religious or political beliefs are also at risk. 


for Justice Statistics, only one out of ten children 
exploited sexually will report it. The most recent 
Canadian Study, conducted in 1984 by the Badgley 
Committee, estimates that about one in two girls Often people are surprised when an abuser is 
and three out of seven males have been victims of exposed. "I can't believe it! He was such a nice guy!" 
unwanted sexual acts. Four of five of these acts Or... "She always had a ready smile for everyone she 
were committed while the person was still a child met on the street!" Or..."She came to all the garage 
or youth. sales with her cute baby, they were both so friendly 
and charming." 


Truck and Auto « Domestic and Foreign 


CALL 452-6470 


14815A Yellowhead Trail, Edrnonton 


PHONE 469-5029 
FAX: 466-3091 


Sexual abuse and incest is against the law in 
Canada, yet it is the form of abuse least likely to be The abuser has a way of rationalizing his or her 
reported, especially incest. actions so that the blame is placed on someone else. 
The abuser will look for ways to justify their evil 
behavior, and will become deluded and full of pho- 
bias and paranoia. They will live in denial and look 
for excuses to rationalize and justify their exploita- 
tion of weaker persons. # 


] ; 1 ' Who abuses and why? 
Tiger Lily Insulation Ltd. o abuses and why 
6114 DAVIES ROAD 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T6E 4M9 


Most abusers are well known to the victim. 
According to a U.S. study by Child Protection 
Services, more than half of victims are exploited by 
family members or persons well known and respect- 
ed by the family. 


Next month- the consequences and the 


Most sexual abuse takes place in the context of : 
survivors. 


an ongoing relationship between abuser and 
child. This long-term relationship gives the 
perpetrator opportunity to exploit the child's 
desires and fears. The exploiter thrives on 
control. An incestuous father or mother, for 
example, may give the child special privi- 
leges to obtain the child's cooperation and 
silence. A child made to feel privileged and 
special is less likely to report abuse. 


I'M NOT AGAINST UNIONS...T 


DEDICATED PEOPLE PRODUCING 
THE BEST INSULATION 
FOR YOUR COMFORT 


Although it is widely believed that most 
victims are female, some experts say there 
are more male victims than are now docu- 
mented. According to the best selling book, 
‘Victims No Longer’, it is possible that there 
are as many male victims as female. 


PSA is a non-profit organization which 
provides recreation and sport opportunities 
for persons of all ages with a physical 
disability. Fall programs begin in October 
and include sledge hockey, adapted 
swimming, floor hockey, wheelchair square 
dancing and canasta. Call for registration 
ee (780) 439-8687 


Fax: 432-0486 
R5 Website www.parasport.ne 


"Because male victims are less likely to hes rr ; 
report the exploitation, there are far less . 2h be 
cases documented. If the boy does admit to it, . "his cartoon ls dedicated to the mel Canadian heer workers. 
it is often not until later in life - after the per- 
son has endured a lifetime of emotional, and psy- 
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Econo-Grits 


TRAVIS AND D.L. 


Dandelion Salad 


Pick only the new tender 7 
leaves of the dandelion plant. 4 
> he 
Wash and pat dry. 


ened 
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Mix with cut up green 
onions, bits of crisp bacon, add a bit of vinegar and 
Sugar to suit. 


Dandelion Salad on a Budget 


Go to the closest school yards and pick any fresh 
looking clean weed (enough to fill a small coffee 
cup) Run to the closest fast food restaurant and ask 
any patron there if they want their onions on their 
burger or not. If they seem friendly enough and give 
you their onions, ask for their bacon too. It can’t 
hurt to ask. 

Proceed to the condiment counter and snag three 
packs of vinegar and three packs of sugar. Add all 
ingredients to fresh weeds. Hold hand over cup and 
shake. 


Fish and Chips 
2 Fish Fillets, fairly thin, sole orcod _ 


oe eee 
Sa ee 


_ cups dry bread crumbs Se ee - 
_ cups oil (for frying) ee ; 
Dip fish in egg to coat with crumbs. Drop . 


hot fat at 180 degrees for — 3 minutes ae 
— owe 


Pe potatoes — 4-5 
ae seine 
aera ne ee TRA 


Caleb and God 


a conversation between friends 


Caleb met God when he was five years old and 
immediately took a liking to Him. To understand 


this you have to understand a little about Caleb him- 
self. First of all, he is outspoken and insightful. He 
When I talk to 


told me once, “Your family is weird. 
them, they say, “What? What?’” 
That is true, most of us have trou- 
ble paying attention for more than 
five minutes at a time, but no one 
had put it quite that way before. 

Second, he lives in a world that 
is half seen and half unseen. There 
are monsters here and monsters 
there. He and my daughter, 
Mairead, can, in a matter of min- 
utes, create an intensely secret uni- 
verse of their own, full of adven- 
ture, love and battles. 

Third and last, he is mature 
beyond his years. At Christmas 
time he told me, “I just can’t get f 
excited about Christmas. I have 
everything I need.” 


So when he ran into God he was ready. It was my 
mother who made the introductions. When | was a 
child I thought God lived with us, just out of sight 
around the corner, so present did my mother make 
Him. It is as natural to her as breathing to talk to 
and about God. Any child who comes in contact 
with her is bound to pick that up and Caleb did. 


He developed a strong attachment to rosaries, he 
hung one up by his bed and carried one with him. 
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Caleb and Mairead 


degrees fir approximately 6 minutes. 
Sprinkle with salt. 


Fish and Chips on a Budget 
2 fairly thin cans of tuna 


Lightly toss the 2 cans arcund until fish is lightly 
battered. Steal eggs from chicken coop and beat 
them real nice 


Go to closest park and kindly ask the birds being 
fed to share. 


Purchase a small bag of chips (preferably Salt and 
Vinegar) at the nearest 7-11. 


Fruited Sponge Cake 
Butter for greasing 
1 cup sugar 
I cup all purpose flour 
3 large eggs 
1 cup of apple juice 
1 agar flakes 
3 small pears 
1 pint strawberries 
Make the cake and add fruit. 
Bon Appetite! 


__ Fruited Sponge Cake on a Budget 
J full size sponge - brick size 


___ handful of com flakes 


1 apple from the dumpster behind Safeway. 
Add ingredients to the top of sponge and admire. 
FOR DISPLAY ONLY!!! 


Chow down 
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He packed a Bible and a statue of Mary in his back- 
pack to take with him wherever he went. He 
declared himself, not a Buddhist, but a Godist. And 
he began to pray, any time, any place, for any thing. 


He prayed for milk and cookies when he got 
home, yet completely understood when they weren't 
there. He prayed that his mom would hurry up 
when he was waiting in the car and accepted it as 
natural when she appeared seconds later. When | 
had lost something of 
value to me and was wor- 
rying out loud in despera- 
tion, he suggested I pray, 
and advised that I ask not 
only to find it, but to find 
it the next place I looked. 
Apparently it had worked 
for him when-he lost his 
action figure. Part of me 
didn’t want to take advice 
from a five year old. Part 
of me feared disappointing 
him and part of me 
=| thought, why not? It was 
j the ‘why not’ we went 
with. We prayed our 
prayer and to my embar- 
rassed surprise the next 
place | looked | found 
what | had been looking for. Caleb said, “See?” and 
went off to play. 


Caleb is almost seven now and has moved with 
his mom to another province. Our conversations 
have ended for the time being, but I’m sure his con- 
versations with God go on uninterrupted.@ 


Natasha Laurence 


12112 - 156 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta Fax. 


Rising Sun Cafe/Sober Dance 


Tues. - Jam 

Wed. - Karoke 
Thurs.- Ladies Night 
Fri. and Sat. - Dance 


NORTHSIDE 
12930 St. Albert Trail 


10030-102 Street 


Celtic Designs 
& 
Unique Gifts 
10762-82 (Whyte) Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 2A8 


Ph. (780) 439-5445 
Fax: (780) 988-9257 


ies | For all your 


scaffolding 
needs, call us! 


Oo), 


« Rentals 

* Specialists in 
Design 
& installation 


urban 
SCAFFOLDING LTD. 


Ph. (780) 452-5950 


Claire Mills 


Executive Director 


f THE Piaoric 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
if OF ALBERTA 
& AFFILIATES 


6R, 1111] Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton,Alberta T5K OL4 
(780) 488-8074 

Fax: 488-8077 


11748-95 St. 


till 5 a.m 


NORTHWEST BIBLE COLLEGE 


11617 106 Avenue 
Edmonton AB TSH OS1 
Phone: (780) 452-0808 
Fax: (780) 452-5803 
E-Mail info@nwbc.ab.ca 
Website: www.nwbc.ab.ca 


I 946-1 ies 


Over 50 Years of Training Leadership By His Design. 


te JSR 
SOUTHSIDE MON. - SAT. 10-6 
THURS. & FRI. 10-9 
3643 - 99 Street SUN- NOON-5 PM 


434-9388 st 
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454-9820 


The story 


of Maddy 


a fen year old girl 


Edmonton. I've also lived in B.C. near 

Vancouver for two years when my dad couldn't 
find work here. | like basketball and baseball. When 
I grow up I want to be a teacher so that | can help 
kids learn. I like to sing, dance and do crafts. I live 
with my mom and little brother. My dad and mom 
divorced when I was 5 
and | haven't seen him 
since. My dad doesn't 
pay child support. He 
was hurt in a car acci- 
dent and can't do 
much work. 


E a ten year old girl who was born in 


My mom was a 
teenager when I was 
born and didn't know 
much about having a 
baby. My dad moved 
out when I was just a 
couple months old. 
My mom was very 
depressed and couldn't 
leave the house. My 
grandma lived with us 
and helped my mom a 
lot. My dad and mom 
got back together and 
we moved to another 


icon. < SpA DOSEIBERS suite... 4 
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in apartments, with 
relatives and in project 
housing. 


I didn't know that we were poor until I saw how 
most other people lived, what they ate and what 
they wore. Many of my friends live in real houses. 
They all have their own rooms. Our family had to 
live in a one bedroom suite when my dad was out 
of work. They all have their own computers. | did- 
n't know anything about computers when I went 
to school because we didn't have one. I felt embar- 
rassed and freaked out because I'd never used one. 
Lots of these people own dogs to help guard their 
houses, but we could never afford one. My mom 
can hardly afford food for us, never mind a dog 
too. Then there's cars, my mom tried to get one, 
but the insurance was too much. We have to take 
the bus everywhere even when it's very cold. We 
can only get a few groceries home at a time on the 


Canadian Native 


Friendship Centre 


11205-101 St. 
EDMONTON, AB. 
T5G 2A4 


Tel. 479-1999 Fax 479-0043 
www.nativecentres.org/edmonton.htm 
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bus. Even when we're sick or hurt we have to take 
the bus to see a doctor. Sometimes when my mom 
runs out of money, we can't even take the bus. It's 
hard to walk everywhere. 

When I go to the lunchroom at school, I see kids 
eating more expensive food than we ever get. They 
have microwave pastas, Twinkies and real fruit 

juices in their lunches. In 
my lunch I have a peanut 
butter and jam sandwich 
and an apple. Sometimes 
we run out of peanut but- 
ter and it's just jam. | feel 
left out from my class- 
mates because they have 
better food than I do. I get 
teased about the "gross" 
food in my lunch, and | 
feel badly. Another thing | 
hate is coming home hun- 
gry and all there is in the 
fridge is old bread and 
wrinkly vegetables. My 
mom gets some food free, 
but it is usually old and 
damaged stuff. I'm jealous 
when I see the kids who 
don't have to dig through 
the food giveaway bin at 
_ school. 
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clothes, almost 
all of mine are from cloth- 
ing banks. Or if my mom 
gets extra money, I get to 
pick out my own at the second-hand store. I'm 
always scared of getting lice from old clothes. On 
my birthday I get one special new outfit, but it 
wears out fast. My clothes are different from the 
kids at school, because theirs are trendy. I wish that 
I could be like the other kids and have nice, new 
clothes too. 


I wish my life could be better. 1 hope my mom 
gets well soon. She's been sick for a long time and 
is always tired. My brother is on medication for his 
brain. I'm o.k.. I want to get good grades and go to 
university. I want to get paid a lot of money so that 
I can help my family to live a better life.@ 


Maddy 


Name the Vendor: 
Contest Winner 


Brenda guessed John Zapantis and 
wins a copy of 
Square Foot Gardening 
by Mel Bartholemew courtesy of 
KIYI City Books 


Fine Art Print About 
Homelessness 


Ail Profits will go to The North American 
Street Newspaper Association 


| City: Tel.:( ) 
i 'Qt| PRICE | TOTAL 
\|A Richie _| | x $10,00_| 
Richie signed _| _| x $25.00 | 


i : 
j,__Window signed | | x $25.00 | 
} TAXE: 
POSTAL FEES: 
| 


$1.00 


TOTAL: 


a See 


| Please foward your Check or Money Order to: The National Coalition for 
i the Homeless, 1012, 14th Street #600, Washington 1000! 
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Aboriginal AIDS Prevention Society @ 
ae, 


#702, 10242-105 Street, 
Edmonton, AB. 
T5J 3L5 
Tel: 488-5773 
Fax: 421-9004 
Email: fohaaps@compusmart.ab.ca 


Sharing, Caring, Honesty & Respect 
Outreach Services from a Cultural Perspective 


Our Voice’s Urban 
Jamboree! 


Another Rootin’ Tootin’ Good Time 


Tom Murrary 


The second Our Voice fund raiser kicked off in 
fine fashion at the Rev Cabaret on Saturday, 
April 14. The theme was country, and the partic- 
ipants and crowd picked up on the fun with 
cowboy hats and shirts aplenty, and much 
drunken hillbilly revelry throughout. M.C. (and 
Our Voice editor) Michael Walters introduced 
the bands and kept a running lottery on 
throughout the night, giving away prizes donat- 
ed by many local businesses. 

The show started off with the unveiling of 
Gavin Dunn’s (Ex- Maybellines) newest band. 
The as yet unnamed five piece were perfectly | 
comfortable playing the same heart-worn-on- 
the-sleeve country music as Dunn, alternating 
Crazy Horse like rave ups with up tempo country 
and slow, reflective numbers, Dwayne Martineau 
(guitar) and Tim Balash (bass) were showcased as 
singers in their own right, and there was much 
switching of instruments among the members. A 
little rough edged at times, the band served notice 
that they would be a force to reckon with this year. 


The Middlemen were up next, adding a harder 
pop/rock sound into the country mix. Lead singer 
Trent Buhler bashed out gem after gem of insidious- 
ly catchy tunes, proving conclusively that his layoff 


fro nce omnipresent Pal Joey hasn't hurt his 
songwriins chops. He scems fo have found 4 vocal 

foil in-the sweet harmonies supplied b boardist 
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Reliab@*dtumimer Scott Lingley held the band 
together with his propulsive, succinct backbeat. 
The Chicken Snails were one of the more popu- 
lar bands of the evening, having drawn a great deal 
of the crowd to the show. Dressed for the event, (as 
they do for all their shows), the Snails were a clash- 
ing of country images, the upright bass player a 
rockabilly maniac, the banjo player garbed as some 
kind of bastardized Pete Seeger gone hillbilly. The 
vocalist kept his stetson tilted down while the band 
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Melodic solos when prompted. Old 


Edmonton, AB 
T6P 1W2 


plowed quickly and frenetically through their set, 
apparently just missing absolute chaos at some 
points. They alternated bluegrass with older coun- 
try standards, and the crowd lapped it up, some 
singing along to the Johny Cash covers, others 
dancing madly. 


Due to late arriving members Twang were 
bumped from their second last slot to headlining, 
while the Jen Kraatz Band graciously switched 
around to play second last. The bands rhythm sec- 


tion was locked as tight as a Motown song, while 
guitarist Sean Jonasson poured out torrents of sweet 
lead lines. Kraatz has never sounded as confident as 
she does with this band, which manages to pull of 
it's percolating stew of folk, country, blues funk and 
jazz without sounding studied or bland. And it's so 
nice to hear a band hit a groove and then hang on 
without worrying it to death. My personal high- 
light of the evening. 


Twang were, as usual, a riot. Already noted for 
their excellent taste in cover material, and building 
up a repertory of excellent originals, the band was 
propelled by th ugh hewn voice of guitarist Joh1 

Y 

ne acousti end ing 
with straight ahead bluegrass, sometimes throwing 
in a jazzy passage, other times plowing ahead in a 
way that betrayed rock and roll.roots. Gavin Dunn 
stepped up to sing Townes Van Zandt's "White 
Freightliner Blues" with the-band to cap the 
evening, and to continue the impromptu jam ses- 
sion that had been going on backstage all night, 
which seemed to have incorporated just about 
every musician involved in the Jamboree. A fitting 
ending to a fun night. @ 
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Manufacturing Inc. 
"Your one stop cushion 


shop" 
Electronic Heat Sealing ¢ Quality Wheelchair 
Upholstery Cushions and Accessories 
1911-91 Avenue (780)464-2856 


Fax (780)464-6247 
: 1 800 661-6247 
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THREADCO INC. __ 


6835 Glenmore Trail S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2P 2G6 


Bus: (403) 279-7858 
Fax: (403) 279-2755 


BUY, SELL & TRADE 


6 locations 
EDMONTON 
10310 Whyte Ave. 
8216-118th Ave. 
10428 Jasper Ave. 
15103 A Stony Plain Rd 
CALGARY 
1111-Kensington Rd. NW 283-3322 
1114-17 Ave. SW 228-9774 


432-7230 
474-7888 
423-1434 
489-0747 


I 


“TRY US FIRST” 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
TILL MIDNIGHT 


a 
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10807 - 106 Ave 
Edmonton, Alta. TSH 4A7 


Reservations 
Tel: 990-1992 


Giving a hand up 
- not a hand out. 


Edmonto 
PH. (780) 424-2030 


Proud to be a Supporter of Our Voice 
from the Law Firm of: 


ABBEY DAVIES GREAVES HUNTER DAVISON 


David H. Abbey 
Gwilym J. Davies 
Helen R. Greaves 

Kathleen E. Davies 
Felicity C. Hunter 
Charles B. Davison 


Barristers & Solicitors, Avocats 
Suite 200, MacDonald Place 9939 one Ave. 
Edmonton, ABTS) 2W8 (780) 421-8585 


CRIMINAL AND FAMILY LAW 


@ 
Kids NEED Aduit Friends 
Be a Volunteer! 


Contact the Boys’ & Girls' Clubs of Edmonton at 


422-6038 a 


"Every Kid has Potential" 


Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs of Edmonton 
9425 - 109A Ave. 
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The Poems of Fuz 


Love is a form of knowledge 

We truly know anything or any person 

by becoming one there with 

In Love. 

Thus love has wisdom the mind cannot claim 
and by with what is beyond 

our own personal borders 

we may take a long step toward freedom. 


Substance 


I'm too tired to say hey 
I'm too sad to go home 


I stay here instead 
ee ee ee es 5 ae 
and stay here all alone 


Mutants 


These people will listen and listen I miss you so much 
but not understand. é 


: and I can't bear it. Me and Jimmy call it pannin' 
a? Be sae and look I'm going to miss the th in : a Bar scaly i's beoein 
Because their minds are dull a sage ie : 2 poems Sn arco! 
d have shake Z in the eyes of all the coffee drinkers 
and have plugged their ears It sounds stupid and See 
and have closed their eyes. A s 
. é but's all so true. = gold drinkers 
Other wise-their eyes would see People alw. id there oe ; ; , 
‘heie cde woul ba eople always said : looking at me and Jimmy like 
their minds would UNDERSTAND! be no me and you, - he we're some kinds of fucked in the head 
mutants 
as You're gone now but me and Jimmy are gonnna make it 
385 for a long time, La we're gonna be people like you 
but that'sokay but kinder 


as long as you can call} and aware that kids like and me and 
so instead of being depressed ne Jimmy 
you will set me free. oe : get spit on by the shines of your rush 


OF 2s. ae ena ae, 
noe SEES 55305 


and that's when me and Jimmy make 
it! 
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We Care About Your Future! Compliments Of 15121-Stony Plain Road, 
putea ders tie ee er ates || Harvey's Yard Maintenance 
2° e °°, 
“- xe TSP 3Y2 @ Spring Clean-Up Specials 
os Expert Air Cargo i. Tel. (780) 481-0592 j ¢@ Year Round Maintenance 
os Services Fax (780) 444-9392 i @ Complete Yardwork including: 
Box 9843, Edmonton Intemational Edmonton’s Largest Malte: Pounce 
Airport, Edmonton, AB 890-7415 


CLUB" Licensed Billiard Lounge 


Flat rates offered 
(reduced rates for seniors) 


a; Ses Suite 101} Sal today tran estima 
LLIZABETH & Se ence 10426-81 Ave 428-7001 task for room 230) 
FA "A ING Edmonton, AB *please phone after 5 p.m. 


Insurance _.*3559- 10180-101 Street P. (780) 439-3611 |} “Alter 17” aie ihe Cased nok ena 
Edmonton, Alberta F. (780) 439-8543 to do it right...the first time. He will provide 
Consultants T5] 354 www.cgklaw.net ||| you with a competitive quote, then the work 
(. TIS. 7) Ltd. Tel: 421-1777 Advocating for workplace will be done to the highest of standards. 
Fax: 420-1013 justice and human rights All for one up front agreed upon price! 
PLEASE 
Bob Blair 
Leanne Chahley support our 
CALGARY METAL ‘:” ( Yvon Seveny advertisers 
Tel: 780-423-3433 and let them know you saw 
5 Fax: 780-425-6448 ig i 
3415 OGEN ROAD SE Lawyers Toll Free: 1-800-689-1930 their ad in 
CALGARY, ALBERTA PHONE (403) 262-4342 1700, 10130-103St ? 
CANADA T26G 4N4 FAX (403) 262-1114 Celebrating anaten, BP. Our Voice 
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An uncaring world...makes 
the StreetMan Mad!!!" 


Commentary 


uring my S2 years of adult life I have 
[== many changes in our human soci- 
ety. | have never believed that through all of 
our time periods of life on this planet that there has 
been the uncaring society we have today. I refer to 


people under the age of 50 and over the age of 25. 


The governing bodies and so called leaders of the 
World are a bunch of blowhard gold spoon babies 
born into a world of little hardships. They have 
never experienced World Wars, deep depressions, 
sickness epidemics, or any other real hardships. 


They only care for themselves, their luxury 
homes, their expensive autos, their winter vacations, 
ten thousand dollar fences and gates that open only 
to themselves. They disregard their elders whom 
have suffered through two world wars and a world 
depression. Some send their own parents to nursing 
homes and sometimes to government institutions to 
avoid their duty demanded by our Creator to take 
care of our parents whom brought us into the world. 
Not only do they disregard their parents but also 
their children, sending them to day care institutions 
because they want to enjoy the luxury of the materi- 
al benefits of having two working parents. 


They care little for their neighbors, their employ- 
ers, and their environment. They care only for 
themselves and their elite friends. They are so 
unhappy that they rarely crack a smile. Many turn 
secretly to using excessive drink and drugs for their 

escape of their duty to society. 


These are the people whom are so called leaders 
OO sacatbiiis Bodies, high paid executives, pro- 
~~ fessional people, sports — big — bosse S, 


multi-national bosses and ey l ira 


—PHey drive "their new" Carel D500 Ibe OF steel Tike mc 
Sectey are-kings-and-queens disregarding pedestrians 


in cross*walks and. at our schools, disregarding most 
highway courtesies and excessive speeds with little 
regard for human life- even their own. 

These people govern our various political parties 
and our schools with little regard for our people. 
Their only aim is to be re-elected at any cost. They 
are being backed by excessive contributions by their 
war chest Multi-nationals and Big Labour Bosses 


who continually lobby them for favours and are 
allowed to destroy the planet with their chemicals. 
There is poor waste disposal, an unsatisfactory man- 
ner of air pollution and the depletion of our non- 
renewable resources. Our future generations will be 
left with our waste, polluted ground water, streams, 
lakes, oceans and sky. 


These people are more dangerous than the 
banana republic dictators and third world leaders. 
They back such companies as Wal Mart of 
Montgomery, Alabama with their world retail orga- 
nization, which is possibly the most uncaring Multi- 
National of all time. Followed closely by the Multi- 
National fast food chains, the chemical companies, 
the pharmaceutical companies, the multi-national 
oil consortiums, the airline industry, the railroads, 
machinery companies, fish packers, giant food 
chains, utility companies, worldwide construction 
organizations, etc. 


These multi-nationals operate on government 
grants and favours using the cheapest available 
labour source even child slave labour from India to 
produce their various unreliable products. They 
employ a team of highly paid lawyers finding every 
possible loophole to avoid paying their fair share of 
taxes and another group of lawyers finding every 
clause to exploit their-employees. 


The multi-national food chains are exploiting our 
youth and causing more harm to our health care in 
Canada with their cheap, greasy products much of 
which is imported from outside the country. Now 
we have the 
proposed Bill 
11 to establish 
American style 
medicine in 
Canada to 
profit the 
\merican 
nea) tn 
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the backs of 
the Canadian 
people. 


The StreetMan, 
Reg Taylor 


Meridian 


SPECIALTIES INC. 


6308 Davies Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6E 4M9 
Bus: (403) 468-7161 
Fax: (403) 469-2655 


VALVES + FITTINGS « PIPING PRODUCTS 


ARINE 


PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION OF CANADA (1983) 


Onvision ef Murphy Pipeline, Inc 


Financiai Office: 

$120 - 6th Street N.E. 
Calgary, Alberta T2K 4W5 
Telephone: (403) 274-3443 
Fax: (403) 274-1244 


L.A. (LYALL) NASH 
Vice President of Finance 


Secretary/Treasurer Head Oftice: 


2308 - 8 Street 

Nisku, Alberta T9E 722 
Telephone: (780) 955-7146 
Fax: (780) 955-7646 


PHONE: (780) 454-0884 
FAX: (780) 413-9449 
E-Mail:laveng@ msn.com 


LAVIOLETTE ENGINEERING LTD. 


Consulting Engineers 


10973 - 138 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1P3 


SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH FOR A BETTER FUTURE! 


THE PFLAG SHOP 


15507 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, AB T5P 321 


Phone (780) 484-5850 
Fax (780) 484-5941 


ey Auto Body Ltd. 


Frame Straightening 
Painting * Collision Repairs 
Open Mon. - Fri. 


FREE ESTIMATE ON REQUEST 


7117 Argyll Rd. N.W., Edmonton, AB. 468-3066 


promotions 


Shirts @ Jackets ¢ Caps @ Calendars # Memo Pads @ Glassware 
Safety Awards @ Pens ¢ Lapel Pins @ Golf Accessories & More 


14710 - 119 Ave 
Fax: 447-2731 


455-2277 


Working to put People to Work 


Edmonton Kenworth Lid. 


NORTHSIDE SOUTHSIDE 
14236 -121A Avenue 2110 - 91 AVENUE 
453-3431 464-1212 
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Cec Garfin 


The Greater Edmonton Sports and 
Recreation Association became a registered 
society December of 1992. It operates under 
the name Crystal Kids in recognition of the 
support provided by Mr. Ed Bean, owner of 
Crystal Glass Company. They pay the rent on 
the present location as well as helping to 
raise funds for their new building next door. 
Motor Village Group has also helped out, by 
paying the utilities . 

Gord Russell and wife Frances along with 
other family members and friends have creat- 
ed a Centre which provides a safe drop-in 
place, with guidance in acceptable behavior, 
breakfasts 5 days a week, recreation and 
sports activities. Inner-city kids aged 7 to 17 
years, up to 2,000 of the disadvantaged kids, 
are helped each year. 

The main objectives include encouraging 
and promoting physical health and fitness, 
fostering emotional, mental and physical 
well-being, in the youths it serves. 

Gord Russell; who has worked with inner- 
city kids for 30 years, treats them all equally, 
just as if they were his own children. Gord 


Thank You 


to our 


Urban Jamboree 


Sponsors: 


Bissell Centre 


Cajun House 
Louisiana Purchase 
CJSR 
Laurie Greenwood 
Folk Festival 

Richard Dixon 
Sneak Preview 
T.E. Bissell Thrift Shop 
West-End Chpters 
Chris Demes 
Normands Restaurant 
The King and I} 
Vue Weekly 
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The Rev 


SNOW 
(REMOVAL 


Bissell Centre's 
Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service 


Office Hours 


TIHPRPATS TH 


PR 
PUL EfAys fe] 
no A 
BONE 


Hilts 


2 siaeat are available to work 24 hours a day, 


CALL 424-4385 


AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 
Bissell Centre's Casual Labour Office is operated on a non-profit basis 


says, 


vices donated.” 


The twins pictured both say, 
coming to the breakfasts and just being at 
the Centre.” 


Chase says he really likes the boxing pro- 
gram and can’t wait for the new building to 
be open...” 

Once the new Centre is opened, parents 
and friends of the kids will be invited to 
attend sports and recreational activities, din- 
ners and special events. The new Centre will 
also be made available for other groups in 
the area to aid their efforts to make for a bet- 
ter community. @ 
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nt, administration, or broker fees 


? days @ week (Appointments made within work hours 


“he still needs funds for the new build- 
ing, nore volunteers, as well goods and ser- 


“they love 
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Supporters 


Thank you to the businesses and organizations whose 
support helps publish this magazine. We invite you to take 
your business to them as supportive community businesses 
and organizations. 


Northern Alberta 
Prosthetic & Orthotic 


Chief Automotive Services Ltd. 
Distributors 1 1024-127 Street 
5925-99 St. Edmonton, AB 
Edmonton, AB. pan tt 
T6E 3N6 
437-1030 RBC Dominion Securities 


#2300, 10155 - 
Edmonton, AB 
T5] 2P4 
944-8851 
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We care about your future! Compliments of 


Modern Tool Ltd. 


Lathes * Mills * Saws * Drills 
CNC & Conventional Machines 
New and Used 

Cincinnati Millacron * Colchester 
*Hyd-Mech Saws * Tos 
*Scotchman Ind * Accupress Mfg. 


7560 - 48 St. S.E. Calgary, Alberta T2C 46 
Telephone: (403)236-1150 Fax: (403)236-4277 


CATERING LTD. 


405 - 18 Ave., Nisku, AB 


955-2600 


PI 


TAP * JAZZ * BALLET * DRAMA 
* MUSICAL THEATRE 


For information and registration 


EDMONTON CHILDREN’S 
DANCE THEATRE 


9561A-180A St. 
_ 481-0338 


Donna Randle 


John Zapantis 


Donna vends Our Voice to supplement her disability pension. 


Donna has Cerebral Palsy. 


The dedicated and hard working Donna turns her disability 
y as a way of influencing a potential sale. She uses her glorious 


abilit 


into an 


smile on those who pass by her. 


Donna loves the contact with people on the streets. 


“1 love people and it ee me something to do 


A good att 


Donna 


” she says. 


itude and a trouble free re 1 has earned 


the ao recognition 


magazine’s vendor of the month.@ 


“ MRIET SHOPPE” 
8818-118 Avenue 


9-9 Monday-Friday 
9-6 Saturday 
12-5 Sunday 
We've got the best quality at the best prices. NO G.S.T.! 
We are 100% non-profit and locally owned 


Southside Store 9232 34 Ave 


Authorized vendor 


Babs Patterson 
Project Manager 


GENSTAR Genstar 


Development Company 


Suite 202 Stony Plain Road 
a Edmonton, Alberta T5S 1K6 
Tol: (780) 484 4366 
| Fax: (780) 9 
~\ j . ay a Te 4 = 


18028 - 114 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T5S 2M2 
(780) 454-4477 
Fax: (780) 453-2537 
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Cec Garfin 


munity. 


This is their third year operating with 


al a .. Our Voice 


zine and Cafe 
; aed ted. RRS) ie S weeps VOICE 


Available | FREE 2 at over 1,000 locations Pitizen of the Month 


every Thursday 


REAL ‘S WESTLAWN CIA 
(COMMUNITY INVOLVED 


CIA is a creative and ground-breaking project for 
grade 8 and 9 students. It teaches them to become 
productive individuals and makes for a better com- 


Vendor Name_ 


Number 
Authorized by 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S 
CODE 

* | will be sober at all times while working. 

* | will be polite to all members of the public. 

* | will vend only in areas that are authorized. 


manhieie hegd sddidebe tht fe be dete Ot A Aekted 
Wiasper pie ateway Foundation and the 


many communities in the Westlawn Junior 
High area. 


The goals developed with the CIA include: 
youths identifying and learning and building 
on their own interests and strengths, finding 
meaningful and positive ways to contribute to 
their neighborhoods and communities. 


Julie likes the way CIA coordinators work with 
the kids. She says "I like being able t to change 
other peoples’ lives for the better.’ 

Amy, who is in the 2nd year of the program, 
likes to be involved in planning and carrying 
out the different projects. She says “the pro- 
gram make me more independent and prepares 
me for the rest of my life." 

Danika likes the responsibilities that come with 
each project. As she says "it ris good to contribute 
to make a better community . | recommend other 
school groups do the same.” 


For any group or individuals interested in 
learning more about the CIA, call Angie at 484- 
9045 or Susan at 484-3456, weekdays between 9 
A.M. and 4 P.M.@ 


the guid- 
ance of teacher Susan Keller and Coordinator Angie 


EVERY MONTH in Our Voice, we will be featuring someone who 
has gone the extra kilometre in their lives or in their careers to 
make a difference in the lives of those who are less fortunate. 
The Citizen of the Month will receive a dinner for two courtesy 
of the Garneau Cafe Mosaics on Whyte Avenue. 
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Happy Birthday Donald! 
You are a GREAT guy! 


Across 


1) Beat, punish 2 Toss 
4) Geological layer 3 B.C. slide area 
7) More than one 5 Informed 
10) Polite word 6 Choir voice 
12) Repeat; famous word from 8 Group outburst 
"Ghost" 9 Mix 
13) Chosen way 10 Glue 
12 13 114 ; 
& Bt oped 15) Men and their 11 Quaid film "The Big__" 
15 17 ze 
a 17) ype of 13 Scheme 
ee Ae 1 Me Mada 


On TO 24A'S Quarters 


20) Ill gotten gains 7 One of He 


22) Thread holder 18 A seat for 30A? 


24) Animal king 19 Beaten like an egg 
25) Country boy? 21 Scandinavian capital 
26) Give up 23 Noisy 

29) Estee 25 Stop 


30) Heavy drinkers (sl.) 27 Also 


28 Golf score 
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What did you 
expect? I live 


in a beer 
bottle ! 


Soupline Bob 


